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The exchange with Leo Baeck has been a profoundly memorable experience for me. Through many 

conversations and explanations, gracious invitations to go on trips and museums I was able to get a 

great taste of Israel and it left a wonderful impression, one that I shall never forget. 

 

I was able to participate in two memorable trips: I was invited to join the school’s delegation to the 

Model United Nations in Even Yehuda at the Walworth Barbour American International School and 

a three-day seminar in Jerusalem about the issue of Democracy and Zionism with grade 11. On both 

occasions I found many opportunities to talk to students and teachers. During my trip to Jerusalem 

with the Democracy-Zionism Seminar I visited - together with a class - Yad Vashem, the Knesset, 

Israel’s Supreme Court, the Old City and the Western Wall. These trips and the visits to Jerusalem 

spawned many fruitful and interesting discussions about the Holocaust, the Israeli-Palestinian 

conflict and the relationship between religion and democracy in Israel today. I was deeply impressed 

by the students’ abilities and willingness to discuss about these important topics on a very 

sophisticated level. I would like to point out two very interesting discussions that I had the chance to 

listen to: a lecture given by a Haredim Jew and a discussion with an Israeli mother and a Palestinian 

father who have both lost a child due to the conflict. Both of these lectures widened my horizon and 

made me once more aware of the complexity of life in Israel. 

 

I also had the chance to visit classes and to teach many of them, ranging from grade 8 to 12. The 

students asked many challenging questions about present Germany and in several classes I discussed 

the issue of how the Holocaust was and still is perceived in Germany and how it is taught in German 

schools today, a topic which many students found highly interesting. Other topics included how 

German final exams work and what students and school in Germany are like. (To be quite honest: 

Israeli students have a lot more chutzpah). 

 

The students were very interested and well-informed during my presentations and had many 

challenging questions for me. Having the opportunity to talk them without another teacher present 

during the MUN and the Jerusalem Seminar, they acted with great respect and maturity towards me. 

They supported me in every possible way and I have to thank them especially for their efforts of 

translating for me and for their patience in explaining various details of Israeli politics and society. 

This really shows a lot about Leo Baeck and the people in it. The fact that I don’t speak any Hebrew 

had never caused any problems. All of the students and teachers speak English very well and were 

always willing to help me.  

 

All in all, my stay in Haifa has been a wonderful experience and has given me many insights and 

inspirations for my work and my personal life.  

 

Thank you very much for your warm hospitality and kindness, 

 

Peter Lehnert 

 

 


